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Scientific name Common Name Flower Fruit Height Light Soil Gardening Notes
Achillea millefolium yarrow White fls May-Nov 3' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg Spreads from seed, Suckering ground cover
Acornus calamus sweet flag Greenish yellow fls May-Jun 2-3' Sun-pt shade Wet The rootstocks of this aromatic plant are used as a natural insecticide
Adiantum pedatum maidenhair fern 2' Shade Wet-avg Medium clumping fern
Aesculus pavia red buckeye Red fls Apr-May 10-15' Sun-shade Wet-avg Red, tube-shaped flowers attract hummingbirds
Alisma triviale water plantain Small white fls Jul-Sep 3' Sun Wet Grows on water edges. Spreads from seed
Allium cernuum nodding wild onion Rose pink fls Aug-Sep 12-16" Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Allium stellatum fall glade onion Pink fls Jun-Aug 12-16" Sun-pt shade Dry
Amsonia illustris shining blue star Lt blue fls Apr-May 2-3' Sun Wet-dry Grows on gravel bar. Cut back if too tall; easily divides and transplant
Amsonia tabernaemontana blue star Lt blue fls Apr-May 2-3' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg
Andropogon gerardii big bluestem Seed heads Aug-Nov 3-6' Sun Dry-avg May flop in small amount of shade
Anemone canadensis Canadian anemone White fls Apr-Jun 1-2' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg Suckering ground cover
Anemone virginiana thimbleweed White fls Jun-Aug 2-3' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Antennaria neglecta prairie pussytoes white fls Mar-Apr 2-5" Sun-pt shade avg-dry
Antennaria parlinii smooth pussytoes White fls 6-8" Sun-pt shade Avg-dry Suckering ground cover
Aquilegia canadensis wild columbine Red fls Apr-Jun 2-3' Shade-sun Dry-avg
Aralia racemosa spikenard Creamy white fl clusters Jun-Aug ruby-red berry clusters 2-4' Shade-pt shad Dry-avg Clump-forming
Aruncus dioicus goatsbeard Creamy white fls May-Jul 3-4' Shade Dry-avg
Arundinaria gigantea giant cane Rarely fls 6-12' Sun Wet-avg
Asarum canadense wild ginger Burgundy fls Mar-May 6-8" Shade Dry-avg Suckering ground cover
Asclepias incarnata swamp milkweed Pink fls Jul-Oct 3-5' Sun Wet-avg
Asclepias tuberosa butterfly flower Orange fls Jun-Aug 2-3' Sun Dry-avg
Aster anomalus soft blue aster Lt blue fls Jul-Sep 2-3' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg Host for Pearl crescent caterpillar
Aster drummondii Drummond aster Lt blue fls Aug-Oct 2' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg Host for Pearl crescent caterpillar
Aster linariifolius stiff-leaved aster Blue fls Aug-Oct 1-2' Sun Dry Prefers acid soil. Host for Pearl crescent caterpillar
Aster novae-angliae New england aster Purple fls Aug-Oct 6-8' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg Best Aster for butterflies. Host for Pearl crescent caterpillar
Aster oblongifolius aromatic aster Lavender fls Sep-Oct 2' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg Clumping ground cover. Host for Pearl crescent caterpillar
Aster oolentangiensis sky blue aster Blue fls Sep-Oct 3' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg Prefers limestone soils. Host for Pearl crescent caterpillar
Aster paludosus prairie aster Blue fls Sep-Oct 2' Sun Dry-avg Host for Pearl crescent caterpillar
Aster patens purple daisy Lavender fls Aug-Oct 2-3' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg Host for Pearl crescent caterpillar
Aster praealtus willow-leaf aster Pale lavender fls Sep-Oct 5' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg Host for Pearl crescent caterpillar
Aster puniceus purplestem aster
Aster turbinellus prairie aster Blue fls Aug-Sep 3' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg Prefers rocky soil. Host for Pearl crescent caterpillar
Aster urophyllus arrow-leaved aster White fls Aug-Oct 2-3' Sun-pt shade Dry Host for Pearl crescent caterpillar
Astragalus canadensis Canadian milkvetch Cream fls May-Aug 3-4' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg Prefers rocky soil. Host plant to western tailed blue caterpillars.
Athyrium pycnocarpon narrow-leaved spleen Fern 2-3' Shade Wet-avg Clumping ground cover.
Baptisia alba white wild indigo
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Baptisia australis blue wild indigo Blue fls May-Jun 3-4'
Berlandiera texana Texas greeneyes Yellow fls Jun-Oct 2-3' Sun-pt shade Dry Shrub like
Bidens aristosa swamp marigold Annual. Yellow fls Aug-Sep 4-6' Sun Wet
Blephilia ciliata Ohio horsemint Lavender fls Apr-Jun 2-3' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Boltonia asteroides false aster Lg cluster white fls Aug-Sep 6' Sun Wet-avg
Bouteloua curtipendula sideoats grama Red stamen Jul-Aug Seed heads Jun-Aug 2-3' Sun Dry-avg
Brickellia eupatorioides false boneset Creamy white fls Jul-Aug Fluffy seeds remain sh 3-6' Sun-pt shade Dry Fluffy seeds remain showy for months in fall
Cacalia atriplicifolia pale Indian plantain Cream fls Jun-Oct 4-5' Shade Wet
Cacalia muehlenbergii great Indian plantain White fls May-Jul 3-5' Sun-pt shade Avg Suckering ground cover
Callirhoe involucrata purple poppy mallow Magenta fls May-Aug 2-4' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Campanula americana American bellflower Biennial. Blue fls Jun-Sep 4-5' Shade-pt shad Dry-avg Seeds around in dry woodlands
Carex albicans oak sedge Dry-avg
Carex annectens yellowfruit sedge Blooms May-early Jun 2' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg
Carex buxbaumii brown bog sedge 1-2' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg Fens. Suckering ground cover. Aggressive.  good erosion control
Carex eburnea ivory sedge 6-12" Shade-pt sun Dry-avg
Carex grayi globe sedge Round seedheads May 2-3' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg Clump forming
Carex hirsutella fuzzy wuzzy sedge seedheads May-Jul 1-2' Sun-shade Dry-avg
Carex jamesii grass sedge Spring fls inconspicuous 1' Shade Dry-avg Clump forming
Carex lurida sallow sedge seedheads May-Sep Pendulous seed heads 1-2' Sun-Shade Wet-avg
Carex muskingumensis palm sedge Seed heads Jun-Sep 1-2' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg Clump forming at first then spreads slowly
Carex praegracilis clustered field sedge 1-2' Sun Avg Suckering ground cover
Carex radiata eastern star sedge 2-3' Shade Wet-dry
Carex retroflexa reflexed sedge 6" Shade Wet-dry
Carex vulpinoidea fox sedge Spikelike seedhead 1-2' Sun-pt shade Wet Clumping
Celastrus scandens bittersweet White fl clusters May-Jun Orange berries in fall 10-20' vi Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Chasmanthium latifolium creek oats Seed heads Jun-Sep 3-4' Shade Dry-avg Spreads from seed
Chelone obliqua rosy turtlehead Rosy purple fls Jul-Aug 3' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg Suckering ground cover. Host plant to baltimore and buckeye caterpill
Coreopsis lanceolata lance-leaved coreopsi Yellow fls May-Jun 1-2' Sun Dry-avg Spreads from seed
Coreopsis palmata prairie coreopsis Yellow fls Jun-Jul 2' Sun-pt shade Dry
Coreopsis pubescens star tickseed Yellow fls May-Oct 1-2' Sun Avg
Coreopsis tinctoria plains coreopsis Annual. Yellow & red fls Jun-Sep 1-2' Sun Dry-avg
Coreopsis tripteris tall coreopsis Yellow fls Jul-Sep 4-6' Sun Dry-avg
Cunila origanoides dittany Lt pink fls Aug-Oct, Frost flowers i 1' Shade-pt sun Dry-avg Prefers acid soil. Frost flowers in fall
Cuphea viscosissima waxweed Annual. Magenta fls Aug-Oct 1-2' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Decodon verticillatus swamp loosestrife Pink fls Jul-Aug 2-8' Sun Wet
Diarrhena obovata American beakgrain Blooms Jul-Aug 2' Shade Dry-avg Clump forming at first then Suckering ground cover.
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Dodecatheon meadia shootingstar Purple or white fls Apr-Jun 1-2' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Dulichium arundinaceum threeway sedge 3' Sun Wet-avg
Echinacea pallida pale purple coneflowe Pale purple fls Jun-Jul 2-3' Sun Dry Needs perfect drainage
Echinacea paradoxa yellow coneflower Yellow fls May-Jun 2-3' Sun Dry Prefers rocky soil
Echinacea purpurea purple coneflower Pink fls May-Oct 2-3' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Echinacea simulata glade coneflower Pink fls Jun-Jul 2-3' Sun Dry Prefers rocky soil
Eleocharis ovata ovate spikerush 1-2' Wet
Eleocharis palustris common spikerush Brown fls Jun-Aug 2-3" Sun Wet
Equisetum hymenale scouring rush none 2-4' Sun-pt shade Wet Aggressive suckering plant.
Erigeron philadelphicus Philadelphia fleabane Lt pink fls Apr-Jun 2-3' Shade Wet-avg
Erigeron pulchellus Robin's fleabane White fls Apr-Jun 18" Shade-pt sun Dry-avg Suckering ground cover
Eryngium yuccifolium rattlesnake master White fls Jun-Sep 3' Sun Dry-avg
Erysimum capitatum western wallflower Annual. Golden orange fls Apr-Jul 2-3' Sun Dry-avg
Eupatorium coelestinum wild ageratum Lavender fls Jul-Sep 12-18" Sun-pt shade Wet-avg
Eupatorium fistulosum Joe Pye Pale pink umbels Jul-Aug 3-5' Shade-pt sun Wet-avg
Eupatorium maculatum Joe Pye Purple fls Aug-Sep 5-8' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg
Eupatorium perfoliatum common boneset White fls Jul-Sep 3-4' Sun Wet
Eupatorium purpureum Joe pye weed Mauve fls Jul-Sep 4-6' Shade-pt sun Wet-avg
Euphorbia marginata snow on the mountain White fls Aug-Sep 1-3' Sun Avg
Filipendula rubra queen of the prairie Rose pink fls Jun-Jul 4-6' Sun Wet-avg Spreads by underground runners to form colony
Geranium maculatum wild geranium Pink fls Apr-May 2' Shade Dry-avg Spreads from seed
Grindelia lanceolata gum plant Yellow fls Aug-Sep 2-3' Sun Dry-avg Tolerates clay
Helenium amarum Annual Helen's flower Annual. Yellow fls Jun-Nov 1' Sun Dry-avg
Helenium autumnale autumn Helen's flower Yellow fls Jul-Sep 4-5' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg Host plant to dainty sulphur caterpillars.
Helenium flexuosum purple-head Helen's fl Yellow fls Jun-Nov 1-2' Sun Wet Host plant to dainty sulphur caterpillars.
Helianthus grosseserratus sawtooth sunflower Yellow fls Jul-Oct 10-12' Sun Avg-dry
Helianthus maximiliani Maximilian sunflower Yellow fls Jul-Oct 4-8' Sun Dry-avg Flowers smell like chocolate!!!
Helianthus mollis ashy sunflower Yellow fls Jul-Oct 4' Sun Dry-avg Suckers aggressively on dry sites
Helianthus occidentalis western sunflower Yellow fls Jul-Sep 2-4' Sun Dry Needs dry soil. Suckers
Heliopsis helianthoides false sunflower Yellow fls Aug-Oct 3-4' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Heuchera americana American alumroot Greenish white fls Jun-Aug 1-2' Sun-pt shade Avg
Heuchera parviflora var. pu downy alumroot Creamy white fls Sep-Oct 1-2' Shade Dry-avg Clumping ground cover. Grows on rocky cliffs.
Heuchera richardsonii prairie alumroot White fls Apr-Jun 1-2' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Heuchera villosa alumroot White fls Aug-Sep 2' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg Grows on bluffs
Hibiscus lasiocarpos woolly rose mallow White fls Jul-Sep 4-6' Sun Wet-avg
Hydrophyllum appendiculat woolen breeches Lt pink fls Apr-Jul 2' Shade Wet-avg
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Hydrophyllum virginianum Virginia waterleaf Lt pink fls Apr-Jul 1' Shade Wet-avg Suckering
Impatiens capensis wild impatiens Annual. Orange fls Jun-Oct 3-5' Sun-shade Wet
Iodanthus pinnatifidus purple rocket Lilac fls May-Jun 2' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg Grows on floodplains
Iris brevicaulis zigzag iris Purple/yellow fls Jun 2' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg
Iris cristata dwarf crested iris Blue/yellow fls Apr-May 1' Shade Dry-avg Suckering ground cover
Iris fulva copper iris Copper red fls Apr-Jun 2' Sun Wet-avg
Iris virginica blue flag iris Blue fls with yellow centers May-J 2-3' Sun Wet-avg
Isopyrum biternatum false rue anemone White fls Mar-Apr 6-8'' Shade Wet-avg Suckering ground cover
Juncus effusus soft rush Blooms Jun-Jul 2' Sun Wet-avg
Juncus marginatus grass-leaved rush seedheads May-Oct 2' Sun Dry-avg
Koeleria macrantha junegrass Blooms May-Jun Tan seed heads Jun-Ju 1-2' Sun Dry
Liatris aspera rough blazing star Lavender fls Aug-Sep 3' Sun Avg-dry
Liatris pycnostachya prairie blazing star Lavender fls Jul-Oct 4-5' Sun Avg-dry
Liatris scariosa var. nieuwla eastern blazing star Pink fls Jul-Aug 3' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Liatris spicata marsh blazing star Lavender fls Jul-Aug 2-3' Sun Avg-dry
Liatris squarrosa scaly blazing star Purple fls Aug-Sep 2' Sun Dry
Lobelia cardinalis cardinal flower Red fls Jul-Oct 3-4' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg Plants are short-lived but reseed
Lobelia siphilitica blue lobelia Blue fls Aug-Oct 2-3' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg
Lobelia spicata glade lobelia White fls Jun-Aug 2' Sun Dry-avg
Ludwigia alternifolia seedbox Yellow fls Jun-Aug 2-3' Sun Wet-avg
Lythrum alatum winged loosestrife Pink fls Jun-Jul 3' Sun Wet-avg
Maianthemum racemosum Solomon's plume Creamy white fls Apr-May 2-3' Shade Dry-avg
Manfreda virginica American aloe Fragrant creamy white fls Jul-Aug 3-4' Sun-pt shade Dry Fragrant at night
Matteuccia struthiopteris ostrich fern 3-5' Shade Wet-avg Fiddleheads edible
Mertensia virginica Virginia bluebells Lt blue fls Mar-Apr 1-2' Shade Wet-avg
Monarda bradburiana bradbury beebalm Lavender fls Apr-Jun 1-2' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg Clumping ground cover.
Monarda fistulosa wild bergamot Pink fls Jun-Aug 2-3' Sun Dry-avg
Neviusia alabamensis snow wreath White fls Apr-May 6-8' Pt shade Wet-avg
Oenothera macrocarpa Missouri evening prim Lt yellow fls May-Jun 1' Sun Dry-avg
Oenothera speciosa showy evening primro Pink fls May-Jul 12-18" Sun Dry-avg
Onoclea sensibilis sensitive fern 2' Shade Wet-avg Leaves sensitive to frost
Opuntia humifusa prickly pear Orange-yellow fls Jul 1' Sun Dry Grows on bluffs
Palafoxia callosa palafoxia Annual. Pink fls Jun-Oct 2' Sun Dry-avg
Panicum virgatum switchgrass Blooms Jul-Aug 3-4' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Parthenium integrifolium wild quinine White fls Jun-Aug 2-3' Sun Dry-avg
Penthorum sedoides ditch stonecrop Annual. White fls Jul-Oct 3' Sun Wet
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Phlox divaricata wild sweet william Fragrant blue fls Apr-May 1-2' Shade-pt sun Dry-avg
Phlox paniculata garden phlox Pink fls Jul-Oct 3-4' Sun-pt shade Avg-wet Clumping ground cover.
Phlox pilosa ssp. Ozarkana hairy phlox Pink fls May 1' Sun-shade Avg
Physostegia virginiana var. obedient plant Pink fls Jul-Sep 2-3' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Podophyllum peltatum mayapple White fls Mar-Apr 1-2' Shade Dry-avg
Polemonium reptans Jacob's ladder Blue fls Apr-Jun 12-18" Shade Wet-avg
Polygonatum biflorum smooth Solomon's se
Polygonum virginianum Virginia knotweed White fls Jul-Oct 3' Shade Dry-avg Host plant to purplish copper caterpillars.
Polystichum acrostichoides Christmas fern 2' Shade Dry-avg
Pontederia cordata pickerel weed Lilac fls Jun-Oct 2-3' Sun Wet
Porteranthus stipulatus Indian physic White fls Jun-Aug 3' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Pycnanthemum albescens white mountain mint White fls Jun-Jul 2-3' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Ratibida columnifera Mexican hat Yellow/Red fls Jul-Aug 1-3' Sun Dry-avg
Ratibida pinnata grayhead coneflower Yellow fls May-Sep 6' Sun Dry-avg
Rudbeckia fulgida var. umbr orange coneflower Yellow fls Jul-Oct 1-2' Sun Wet-avg
Rudbeckia hirta black-eyed Susan Biennial. Yellow fls Jun-Oct 2-3' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Rudbeckia missouriensis Missouri black-eyed S Yellow fls Jul-Aug 2' Sun Dry Needs rocky-dry soil
Rudbeckia subtomentosa sweet coneflower Orange fls Jun-Aug 4' Sun Wet-avg
Rudbeckia triloba brown-eyed Susan Annual. Yellow fls Jun-Nov 3-5' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg Spreads in dry woodlands; blooms with tall bellflower
Ruellia humilis hairy wild petunia Lavender fls Jul-Sep 1' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Saururus cernuus lizard-tail White fls Jul-Aug 2' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg River edge and pond edge. Suckering habit
Schizachyrium scoparium little bluestem Blooms Aug-Sep Seed heads Aug-Sep 3' Sun Dry
Schoenoplectus tabernaem softstem bulrush 3-5' Sun Wet
Scirpus atrovirens common bulrush Seed heads Jul-Oct 4' Sun Wet
Scirpus pendulus rufus bulrush Seed heads Aug-Sep 1-5' Sun Wet
Scutellaria incana downy skullcap Blue fls Jun-Sep 2-3' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Sedum pulchellum widow's cross Annual. Pink fls May-Jun 6-8'' Sun Dry Prefers rocky soil. Host plant to phoebus parnassian butterflies.
Sedum ternatum wild stonecrop White fls Apr-Jun 3-8" Shade Dry-avg Suckering ground cover. Host plant to phoebus parnassian butterflies.
Senecio obovatus round-leaved grounds Yellow fls Apr-May 1-2' Shade Dry-avg Suckering ground cover
Silphium asteriscus starry rosinweed Yellow fls Aug 3-4' Sun-pt Shade Avg-dry
Silphium integrifolium rosinweed Yellow fls Jul-Sep 3-5' Sun Dry-avg
Silphium laciniatum compass plant Yellow fls Jul-Sep 4-6' Sun Dry-avg
Silphium perfoliatum cup plant Yellow fls Jul-Sep 6-8' Sun-pt shade Wet-avg
Sisyrinchium angustifolium narrowleaf blue-eyed Blue fls Mar-Jun 1' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Sium suave water parsnip White fls Jul-Sep 6' Sun Wet-avg
Solidago arguta cut-leaved goldenrod Yellow fls Aug-Oct 3-5' Sun Dry
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Solidago caesia blue-stemmed goldenr Yellow fls Aug-Sep 2-3' Shade Dry-avg
Solidago drummondii cliff goldenrod Yellow fls Sep-Dec 1-3' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Solidago flexicaulis broad-leaved goldenro Yellow fls Aug-Sep 2' Shade Dry-avg
Solidago gattingeri Gattinger's goldenrod Yellow fls Sep-Oct 2-3' Sun Dry
Solidago missouriensis Missouri goldenrod Yellow fls Jul-Sep 2-3' Sun Dry
Solidago nemoralis gray goldenrod Yellow fls Jul-Sep 2' Sun Dry-avg
Solidago ptarmicoides upland aster White fls Aug-Sep 1-2' Sun-pt shade Dry Clumping ground cover.
Solidago riddellii riddell's goldenrod Yellow fls Sep-Oct 2-3' Sun Wet
Solidago rigida stiff goldenrod Yellow fls Aug-Oct 2-4' Sun Dry-avg
Solidago rugosa rough-leaved goldenro Yellow fls Aug-Oct 3-4' Shade Wet-avg
Solidago speciosa showy goldenrod Yellow fls Aug-Oct 3' Sun Dry-avg
Solidago ulmifolia elmleaf goldenrod Yellow fls Jul-Sep 3-4' Shade Dry-avg
Sorghastrum nutans Indiangrass Seed heads Aug-Oct 3-8' Sun Dry-avg
Sparganium androcladum branched bur-reed
Sporobolus heterolepis prairie dropseed Seed heads Aug-Sep 2-3' Sun Dry-avg
Staphylea trifolia bladdernut White fls Apr-May 20-25' Shade Dry-avg
Stylophorum diphyllum celandine poppy Yellow fls Mar-Apr 1-2' Shade Dry-avg
Talinum calycinum rock pink Pink fls May-Sep 6-12" Sun Dry Prefers rocky, acid soil.  Perennial only on rocky sites
Thalia dealbata water canna Violet fls Jul-Sep 4-6' Sun Wet
Thelypteris hexagonoptera broad beech fern Fern 1-2' Shade Dry-avg Suckering ground cover
Tradescantia bracteata long-bracted spiderwo Blue fls May-Jul 1-2' Sun Dry-avg
Tradescantia ernestiana Palmer's spiderwort Pink fls Apr-May 2' Shade Dry-avg
Tradescantia ohiensis Ohio spiderwort Blue fls May-Jul 2-3' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Tradescantia subaspera zigzag spiderwort Blue fls Jul-Sep 3' Shade Dry-avg Grows on streambanks
Tridens strictus longspiked tridens Bloom Aug-Sep Seed heads Jul-Oct 2-4' Sun Dry-avg
Tripsacum dactyloides eastern gama grass Seed heads Jul-Oct 4-8' Sun Dry-avg
Uvularia grandiflora bellwort Yellow fls Apr-May 2' Shade Dry-avg
Verbena canadensis rose verbena Purple fls Mar-May 1' Sun Dry Prefers rocky soil
Verbesina helianthoides yellow wingstem Yellow fls Jul-Aug 3-4' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Vernonia arkansana Arkansas ironweed Purple fls Jul-Sep 3-4' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg
Vernonia baldwinii western ironweed Purple fls Aug-Sep 3-4' Sun Dry-avg
Viburnum nudum possumhaw viburnum white
Viola pubescens yellow violet White fls Apr-May 1' Shade Wet Host plant to great spangled fritillary, meadow fritillary, and other fritill
Viola striata cream violet White fls Apr 8-12" Shade Wet-avg Host plant to great spangled fritillary, meadow fritillary, and other fritill
Woodsia obtusa common wood fern 1' Shade Dry-avg
Zizia aurea golden Alexander Yellow fls Apr-Jun 1-2' Sun-pt shade Dry-avg


